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implication that the man's habitual frankness (not the writer's
perception of it) depended on the duration of the interview.
We offer three conjectural emendations: 'I have now seen him,
though not for long; and he is a man who ...';*! have now
seen him, and though I did not see him for long, I perceived
that he was a man who ...';'! have now seen him, and though
I did not see him for long, I found out what he thought; for he
is a man who .. .'.
24. SOME ILLEGITIMATE INFINITIVES
Claim is not followed by an infinitive except when the
subject of claim is also that of the infinitive. Thus, / claim to
be honest9 but not / claim this to be honest. The Oxford Dictionary
(1893) does not mention the latter use even to condemn it,
but it is now becoming very common, and calls for strong
protest. The corresponding passive use is equally wrong.
The same applies to pretend.
'This entirely new experiment* which you claim to have 'solved the
problem of combining . . .'—Times.
Usage, therefore, is not, as it is often claimed to be, the absolute
law of language.—R. g. white.
The gun which made its first public appearance on Saturday is
claimed to be the most serviceable weapon of its kind in use in any
army.—Times.
The constant failure to live up to what we claim to be our most
serious convictions proves that we do not hold them at all.—Daily
Telegraph.
The anonymous and masked delators whose creation the Opposition
pretends to be an abuse of power on the part of M. Combes.—Times.
Possible 2nd probable are not to be completed by an infinitive.
For are possible to read can\ and for probable read likely.
But no such questions are possible, as it seems to me, to arise between
your nation and ours.—choate.
Should Germany meditate anything of the kind it would look
uncommonly like a deliberate provocation of France, and for that
reason it seems scarcely probable to be borne out by events.—Times.
Prefer has two constructions: I prefer this (living) to that
(dying), and I prefer to do this rather than that. The infinitive

